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REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 
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volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 
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September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.
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Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.
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Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 



 
 

SCHOOL FOR FRIENDS 

NEWSLETTER FOR PARENTS & FRIENDS 
 

Director’s Report          September 2010 

 
 
 

REGGIO EMILIA – As some of your know, 
this past year I was fortunate to be sent by the school 

to visit the Preschools of Reggio Emilia, Italy (in 

fact it was a week-long study tour) – programs that 

are world famous and influencing what we do here in 

the U.S.A. in high quality early childhood programs.  

This summer, the summer reading for our staff was 

the book Insights and Inspirations from Reggio 

Emilia:  Stories of Teachers and Children from 

North America.  My favorite statement from the 

book is the following: 

 

“The greatest gift and the biggest challenge Reggio 

educators have brought us is the palpable sense of 

hope that pierces through our U.S. context with its 

drive to standardize, commercialize, and quantify the 

experience of caring for and educating young 

children.  It is not only the beautiful environments, 

in-depth investigations, and pedagogical 

documentation which speak to our deepest longings, 

but the values, relationships and political intent that 

underpin these expressions of hope.  We are 

challenged to live with joy and determination even 

as our country wages war and defines education as 

getting children ready for economic function, and 

reduces teaching to scripted curriculum and test 

scores.” – Margie Carter & Deb Curtis 

 

MANY THANKS TO JACKIE WHITING 

– Lead teacher Jackie Whiting changed her summer 

vacation this July so that she could serve as acting 

director while I was on vacation – due to the early 

maternity leave of teacher Maire Prabhakar.  This is 

the kind of school spirit that is often the hallmark of 

SfF. 

 

WELCOME TO THREE NEW 

TEACHERS –  

• Maria Woodford is the new assistant teacher 

in the Blue Room.  She previously worked as 

an aide in a two year old class at Merritt 

Academy.  She has a B.A. from University of 

Maryland, College Park 

• May Ling Joa Ricart is the temporary lead 

teacher in the Rainbow Room.  She is taking 

Maire’s place until December break.  She has 

a B.A.  in Early Childhood Education from 

Universidad Iberoamericana, Santo 

Domingo, DR and a MA in Educational 

Leadership from McGill University in 

Montreal.  And she taught in a preschool in 

the Dominican Republic. 

• Aries Brinson is the new parttime aide in the 

Blue Room.  She is a law student at Howard 

U. and worked previously with young 

children as a summer camp counselor at the 

YMCA in Goldsboro, NC. 

 

STAFF WORKWEEK – As you can tell, our 
teachers were incredibly busy during the week when 

we were closed.  Not only did they move the 

classroom from Quaker House and set up two new 

classrooms, but also they attended a fullday 

workshop on “Creating Classroom Environments” – 

the effects of which you will see in the classrooms 

not just now but through out the year.  They also 

planned curriculum for the fall.  It was a full week, 

as any teacher who was here until 9:30 at night or 

over the Labor Day week-end can tell you. 

 

THANKS – to so many parents who helped with 
preparing the school for the consolidation, 

particularly the building and grounds committee – 

Tom Lester (chair), Jim Shepherd, Lance Potter, 

Matt Ozug, & Giorgio Furioso.  I wouldn’t know 

where to start – from scheduling the move, and 

moving furniture on the week-end to planning out 

the architectural drawings, and ordering the 

materials.  You can see the results mainly on the 

second floor of our school.   

 

.



 

QH Classroom Newsletter – September 2010 
 
 

Welcome to all the new and returning children and families at Quaker House!!! 

 

April, Makai, Leah and myself are very excited and are looking forward to a great new school year. The first week in Quaker House 

classroom is over and we all had such a wonderful time. You would think the children have been in this class for weeks. Old and new 

friends are playing together in the different areas of the classroom and getting to know each other better as well as the new routine and 

rules. We will pay careful attention to how the children treat each other and reinforce respect and caring as the basis for interactions. A 

positive classroom climate makes children feel safe and increases risk taking when working on new skills. The first weeks in QH 

classroom will be filled with lots of fun activities, while enhancing all areas of developmental growth.  

We want to have fun together, foster active and engaged participation while building on old skills and becoming more competent in new 

ones, and heighten the class’s sense of a group identity.  

 

The room is carefully planned and offers learning centers, where children may play and learn by “doing”. Through play in the learning 

centers, children learn to develop confidence, self-respect, and respect for others and their choices. The free choice time allows children to 

move independently, to have many first-hand experiences, and to see that supplies are organized and should be returned to the proper 

place. Learning centers allow children to move at their own pace. The children are often able to save the project they are working on and 

return to it at a later time. 

 

Block Building: 

Block Building gives children a chance to think, to plan, and to solve problems while they move freely and work with their hands. It gives 

them the opportunity to use early math and science concepts, e.g. shape, size, length, height, volume, areas, ratio, balance, direction, and 

classification. Perceptual skills are developed through experiencing special relationships (under, over, on top of), patterns repeated, the 

relationship of parts to the whole, eye-hand coordination, and large and small motor coordination. 

 

Art: 

Through paints, crayons, clay, paper and paste, children are able to creatively express their feelings, ideas, and view of their environment. 

Children refine large and small muscle skills, increase eye-hand coordination, and develop concepts of shape, line, space, color, pattern, 

texture, and form. Children make choices, judge outcomes and solve problems. 

 

Playhouse: 

In dramatic play, children are able to bring together things they are learning and feeling about the world and themselves. It helps them to 

have a better understanding of others and a clearer view of what they can do and where they fit in. It builds on experiences and allows the 

children to experiment with different roles. Dramatic play offers a time for group interaction and cooperation. 

 

Music Area: 

Through music, children use their bodies and learn to express themselves. It gives children opportunities to experiment freely with tempo, 

volume, quality, and organization of sound. Listening skills and the ability to distinguish different patterns and sounds and understand 

how they are developed. 

 

Sand and Water/ Sensory Table: 

Play experience with sand, water and other materials in the sensory bins allows children to experiment with measurement, volume, shape, 

and quality. It enhances children’s sense of touch. The tactile bins are pleasurable and calming activities and allow children to experiment 

without fear of making mistakes. 

 

 

Science Table: 

The science table stimulates children’s curiosity. It allows the children to touch, smell, feel, observe, and to make something happen 

(cause and effect). An experiment stimulates questions and allows children to learn and use scientific methods predicting, testing, 

observing, researching, and generalizing.  

An essential part in building our QH classroom-community are you the families. We are looking forward to get to know you and see you 

at the “Back to School Night” on 09/22/10 at 7:30pm-9:00pm, where you can learn more about our classroom and curriculum, and meet 

other QH classroom -parents. We on the other hand are very interested to hear from you would like your child to experience/develop this 

year in QH classroom, and how you could imagine being involved and contributing to your child’s classroom. We are looking forward to 

a great school year and are always open for questions, concerns and suggestions. 

 

Thank You! 

 

The QH classroom-teachers 



Rainbow Room Newsletter - September 2010 

 

 
 

 Welcome Rainbow families! We are very happy to have your children in the 

Rainbow Room this year. The first few days of school have been great! We truly 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we finally get settled in our new 

classroom.  

  

 We have been learning about ourselves and our community through books, 

songs and activities. We will continue to learn more about ourselves and the people 

and things around us as the school year goes on.  

 

 We look forward to having you at Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday, 

September 22nd. We encourage all parents to attend if they are able.  Other 

important dates to keep in mind for the following months: 

• Monday, October 11 – Columbus Day (no school) 

• Sunday, November 21 – SfF Auction 

 

 As a co-teaching team,  we appreciate your trust in knowing that your child is 

in good hands. 

 

Thank you very much,  

May-Ling, LaJuan & Makai 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Green Room News Letter  

 

September 2010 
 

 

Welcome everyone!  Margaret, Shanel and I are looking forward to our two year together in the Green 

Room.  We spent a lot of time the week before school started changing the room around and thinking about 

children and parents.  We encourage you to spend some time at drop off or pick up time to look around the room 

and play with your child.  Feel free to sit down and read a book with your child or a group of children.  We want 

you feel like a part of the group, too.  We also encourage parent to come in and talk about family traditions 

surrounding and holidays that you may celebrate.  Also, you may join us for lunch and snack anytime. 

Our curriculum revolves around the children and for the first few weeks of school we will be closely 

observing everyone.  We will form our curriculum around their ideas, their lay and bringing in various items to 

complement their interests.  We have put together things in each area to help children express their new ideas.  We 

have a variety of objects on our science, math shelf which will change throughout the years.  Jackie and Margaret 

both love to cook, so we will be doing various cooking projects throughout the year, too.  We plan curriculum 

using a method called webbing.  We will have these webs posted right outside of the classroom on the wall.  We 

do not know how long a curriculum idea will last.  If we notice children’s interests shifting we will follow their 

leads.  

We will go into more depth and discussion about our Back to School Night on Wednesday, September 22 

from 7-9 pm.  We encourage all parents to come!  Hope to see you there. 

 

Special Event:                                                       Birthdays in September 

First Day of School 9/07                                       Margaret 9/05    Caoimhe 9/12 

Back To School Night 9/22                                  Zora 9/25 

                                                                                      

  

        Jackie                         Margret                         Shanel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Room Newsletter 

September 2010 

 
The Blue Room welcomes all the children to our classroom. We are very excited to have all 

of them in our class and we are looking forward to a wonderful school year. Since the new school 

year just begun we want to be sure that all of our children are feeling comfortable with each 

other, their teachers and a new environment. 

We are looking forward to getting to know the families of The Blue Room better through out the 

year and we would like you to know more about us as well. Please visit our website 

www.schoolforfriends.org to find out more about the Blue Room Teachers. Whenever you have any 

questions, concerns, or suggestions please do not hesitate to ask us. We are a team! 

Our Themes in the month of September will include School Time, All About Me, and My 

Family. For School Time Theme we will talk about school rules and routine, show our little friends 

their shapes and cubbies and introduce to them our classroom’s centers. For our All About Me 

and My Family themes we will let them introduce their family members and show each other our 

family pictures. We will read a variety of books about school and family life and we will do 

different art projects related to our themes. 

We are looking forward to Parents’ Back to School Night on Wednesday September 22th.  

We hope all of you will be able to come, and share stories about your family and your child. 

* A little note on the transition into the new school year to ease parents’ minds.  We know 

that it is extremely difficult to leave your child when (s)he is so upset about you leaving.  

Routines such as placing their shapes on the door and waving goodbye to you at the door can be 

helpful.  As a team, we appreciate your trust to know that your child will be in good hands and 

know that you are always welcome to call and check on them.  The classroom phone number is 
(202)387-3020. 

 
. 

Up Coming Dates and Events: 

Sept. 22nd – Back to School Night @ 7:30pm-9pm 

 
 


